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York Community Church has been a Christian witness 
in the east of York since November 1993. 

We are a mixed bag of believers, varying in age, social 
background and Christian experience. Yet in the midst 

of our diversity we are united in our vision: 

Together, to know God and make Him known 

Our witness continues, whether we are gathered in 
worship or scattered across the city in the many and 

various places God has called us to serve. 

We remain committed to our values of faith, love, unity, 
trust and enjoyment and to our mission of 

making disciple-making  disciples. 

SUMMARY 



Together 
to know God 
and make Him known 



With our vision statement, we are trying to succinctly and 
clearly express our prayer and heart’s desire to share with 
others the knowledge, insights and experience we have of 
God together, supporting one another as God’s family. 

Our vision statement is based on the words of Jesus: 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and 
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 
Love your neighbour as your love yourself. 
Matthew 22:37-39 

Go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I 
commanded you. 
Matthew 28:19-20 

OUR VISION 



Our vision statement describes what we are seeking to do as a Church. 
Our values express how we want to be Church - our character, 
attitudes and mindset. We have five values: 

FAITH 
The Bible is clear about the importance of faith. All that Christ has won 
for us through the victory of the Cross is available through grace and 
received through faith. It is faith that can move life’s mountains and it 
is by faith that we walk with God. Faith in God, in all He has done and all 
He can do, shapes our goals, fuels our prayers and motivates our mission. 

For without faith it is impossible to please God 
Hebrews 11:6 

OUR VALUES 



LOVE 
Love is the focus of God’s greatest commandments (Matthew 22:35-40) 
and the central theme of Christ’s new commandment. Love is not only a 
value we seek to nurture, but through prayer, a present reality in all our 
ministries, otherwise they would be hollow, worthless and an irritation 
(1 Corinthians 13.) 

A new command I give you - love one another. As I have loved you, 
love one another. By this all will know that you are my disciples. 
John 13:34-35 

UNITY 
YCC has drawn people from a breadth of church and social backgrounds, 
therefore unity is a highly valued spiritual quality we pursue and protect, 
in order to maintain the integrity of our Kingdom witness. 

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace 
Ephesians 4:3 



All relationships are based on trust. Though our faith is in God, we also 
need to trust one another if we are to share our lives honestly and 
openly. 

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only 
what is helpful for building others up according to their needs. 
Ephesians 4:29 
Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ 
Galatians 6:2 

ENJOYMENT 
Joy is a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22), the response of Jesus when His 
disciples returned victorious (Luke 10:21) and an instruction to the Church 
from the apostle Paul. At YCC we desire joy to be a significant component 
of our life together. 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again. Rejoice! 
Philippians 4:4 





YCC has much in common with many other churches 
and we subscribe to the Evangelical Alliance Basis 

of Faith. However, there are some distinctive features, 
which are described here to help you understand 

the workings of YCC better. 

These distinctive features lead to a church where we 
have naturally become multifaceted, with different 
ministries emerging for various ages and groups; and 

we have aimed to remain outward-looking and 
relevant to the culture around us. 

OUR DISTINCTIVES 



Christ-centred 

Kingdom-focused 

Spirit-led 



Team leadership 

We acknowledge that Jesus is the head 
of the Church (His body here on 
Earth.) We seek to uphold this key 
principle with a flat leadership 
structure. YCC is led by a team of 
church leaders. In this team, 

each church leader carries the same level of 
responsibility for spiritual oversight of the 
congregation. We recognise and value 

the leadership gifts of both men and women 
on this team and the wider leadership of 

activities and ministries within YCC. 

Everyone participating 

The YCC leadership seeks to enable and 
oversee church activities, not control them. 

We recognise that as Christians we are all 
members of the body of Christ, with different 

functions and gifts of God’s grace. We expect all 
who belong to YCC to participate fully in the life 
of the Church and serve as God enables them. 
We seek to provide fertile ground for believers to 
grow in their calling and gifting, and promote a 

culture where initiatives aligned with our 
vision, values and mission can be 

championed by anyone. 

Spirit-led worship 

We believe in the priesthood of all believers, 
that in Christ Jesus there is neither male nor 
female, slave nor free; the Spirit came at 

Pentecost to anoint the old and the young, 
both men and women. Therefore whenever 

we meet for corporate worship, we 
seek to be open to the Spirit’s leading. 

All may participate, as long as it is appropriate, 
biblical and maintains the spirit of unity. 



Belonging 
not membership 

We do not have a formal membership and 
endeavour to maintain a culture of belonging to 

a family rather than membership of a club. 
To safeguard our workers and vulnerable 

attendees, we make necessary checks on 
those in positions of trust and responsibility, 

but generally speaking, we seek to make the 
barriers to participating in church life as low as 

they can be. We seek to love and support people 
no matter where they are on their 

Christian journey. 

Ready to change, 
but anchored in God 

We believe in the authority of the 
Holy Bible as God’s inspired word 

and seek to make it our prime source of 
faith and practice. We also recognise 

the authority and guiding of the Holy Spirit 
and seek to follow His leading. As 

such we aim to be a church that is changed 
and changing: not tied to a specific 
style of meeting or worship, accepting 

that some ministries will naturally 
end, and ready to embrace new 

things God has for us. 



CHILDREN 
AND YOUTH 

There is nothing 
more rewarding than 
to see young people 
articulate the ownership of 
their Christian faith and to 
come to that personal 
decision to choose to 
uphold Christian values in 
sometimes quite hostile 
environments. YCC is 
committed to investing 
in our children and 
youth in relevant and 
accessible ways. 

On Sundays 
Creche (preschool age) 
Kairos (primary school) 
T4:12 (secondary school) 

Midweek 
Bespoke discovery and 

discipleship small groups, 
whole youth gatherings 
as well as opportunities 

to eat pizza and play 
lots of games! 

YCC has a safeguarding policy. This is 
available on request. All our children’s 
workers and many others of our church 

volunteers are DBS checked. 



BURNHOLME 
York Community Church has had many homes over the past 25 
years. The Centre@Burnholme is our latest. Opened in June 

2018, this City of York facility is home to a public library, a café, 
a number of local charity projects — and the YCC office. 

It is also the venue for our Sunday 
morning worship, all-age activities and 
the early morning communion service. 

at the heart of 
our community. 





Cornerstone is the building we own, and we use it 
for mid-week outreach activities and other 
gatherings. A former methodist church, we 
purchased it in 2022 and have been updating and 
renovating it. Although not big enough for Sunday 
mornings (which we have at Burnholme), it is ideal 
for regular community outreach activities like 
Toddlers, Foodbank, children's and youth groups 
and a community choir. We also use it for  
monthly prayer and worship gatherings,  
church meals, training, and other special 
events and gatherings. 

CORNERSTONE 



Our hope is that every believer grows in their walk with God. At YCC 
we seek to facilitate this through individuals and families 

connecting into the life of the church, serving by using their time 
and gifts, and finally, where appropriate, in leading in order to equip 

and bless others. 

Database 
Like a growing number of 
churches across the UK, 
YCC uses ChurchSuite to 
effectively and smoothly 

organise church rotas 
and event bookings. The 
simply installed app gives 
you a breadth of privacy 

settings whilst keeping 
you connected to YCC life, 
updates and opportunities. 

Connecting 
The easiest way to connect 

is to simply turn up. 
Attend Sunday mornings, 
come along to a church 

event or meal and connect 
with a midweek small 

group. 

GETTING CONNECTED 



Serving 
We believe that serving one 
another is a biblical sign of 
Christian maturity. There’s 
a range of ways to serve 
including children’s work, 

hospitality, technical support, 
ministry groups and prayer. 

Leading 
We are committed to being 

an equipping church. We 
provide training and feedback 
in all areas of public ministry. 

We encourage mentoring, 
and also offer internships. 

STAYING CONNECTED 



“ 
” 

STATEMENT OF FAITH 
We worship God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Because He first loved us, we love Him. 

To know Him better, we seek to hear His voice 
through the scriptures and the Holy Spirit. 
We recognise Jesus, the Son of God as our Saviour and Lord, 
believing He rose from the dead and that His death on the 
cross for our sins is the only way we are reconciled to God. 
We seek to be disciple-making disciples, 
loving those around us by making Him known 
with words, action and demonstration of the Spirit’s power. 
We worship and serve together as a church family, 
encouraging and challenging each other; 
gathered regularly in large and small groups, 
and scattered in the world as workers for the kingdom of God. 
We have special celebrations: communion, 
to remember Jesus’ sacrifice for us on the cross, 
and baptism, to welcome new believers into the family. 



AND PRACTICE 

As part of our 
church family, we 
encourage you to: 

- Engage with scripture regularly: reading, studying and
meditating

- Commit to a life of prayer, individually and with the church
- Meet regularly with other believers, especially as part

of a small group
- Prayerfully seek opportunities to help others on their

journey of faith
- Prayerfully explore how God has equipped you to serve

(both inside the church and outside)
- Earnestly seek the gifts of the Spirit
- Give generously (both supporting the church and

elsewhere as God leads)





t 



What denomination is YCC? 
Although we are an independent 
church and charity, we are also part of the Pioneer relational 
network of churches. We are members of the Evangelical 
Alliance and adhere to their Basis of Faith. We also work 
closely with other churches in York through a city-wide unity 
movement called One Voice York. 

How do I become a member? 
As stated in Our Distinctives, we have no formal membership; 
your sense of belonging is linked to adhering to our values 
and by joining in through connecting and serving. 

Who are the leaders? 
To meet the leadership team and staff, follow the link 
yorkcommunitychurch.co.uk/our-team/ 

FAQS 



How do I find a small group? 
We encourage everyone in YCC to get involved in a small 
group - most (but not all) of which meet on weekday evenings. 
To find out more, speak to someone on the Connect Point after 
church on a Sunday morning. 

How do I get involved? 
If you are new to YCC, we recommend taking some time to 
settle in and get to know us. If you would like to get involved in 
serving in some way, speak to someone on the Connect Point 
after church on a Sunday morning. Some roles are faith 
guarded (you need to be a practicing Christian to serve) and 
some are also safeguarded (including DBS checks) for your 
own protection and the protection of others. 

How is YCC funded? 
Almost exclusively by the sacrificial giving of those attending. 
Many of our regular worshippers give by standing order, and if 
they're tax payers we can claim the gift aid on their donations. If you 
want to start giving to the church regularly, contact the church 
office. (Contact details can be found on the following pages). 



Over the years York Community Church has often 
been described as a grassroots church; we don’t ever 

want to be top heavy, therefore we continue to 
celebrate initiatives from the congregation that often 

grow into new ministries. To find out what’s going 
on right now at YCC, follow this link to sign up to our 

weekly notices email 
yorkcommunitychurch.co.uk/signup 

01904 551733 

yorkcommunitychurch.co.uk 

office@yorkcommunitychurch.co.uk 

DISCOVER MORE 

mailto:of%EF%AC%81ce@yorkcommunitychurch.co.uk


Sundays: 10:30am-12 
The Centre@Burnholme 
Mossdale Avenue 
Bad Bargain Lane 
YO31 0HA 

Throughout the week and 
monthly events 
Cornerstone 
Millfield Lane 
YO10 3AP 
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